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 “Continuous Confirmation That He Is All His Audience Claims Him to Be” 

 
Read Mark 8:22-26 
 

 It is impossible to remove this narrative from the larger flow of 
Mark’s story.  Jesus continues His intentional march toward the 
cross, the work to which He was called and for which He came.  Yet 
Mark strategically places each of the various pieces into the proper 
place so that the reader would see more clearly who Christ is in His 
person and work. 
 
This miracle sits on the lip of an enormous precipice.  After 
Caesarea Philippi the content of what our Lord teaches will expand 

significantly.  Markan scholarship has long recognized that a literary relationship exists 
between 8:22-26 and 10:46-52, as these two episodes are the only healings of blindness in the 
gospel. Just as the first healing sits in front of the first recorded disclosure of His impending 
death, so the second sits in front of the beginning of Passion Week.  After this miracle 
everything compels us forward toward the looming cross-work.   
 
Only twice is this particular word for blindness used in Mark’s account, here and in the 
healing of Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52).  Blindness is often used in the Bible as a consequence of 
divine judgment.  “Examples of this are the men of Sodom (Gen. 19: 11), the Syrian army (2 
Kgs. 6: 18), and Elymas (Acts 13: 11). Paul was struck blind for three days, following his vision 
of the Lord on the road to Damascus (Acts 9: 1-18).  There is evidence that some of the Jews 
thought blindness was always the result of sin, as in John 9: 1-2, 34, but Jesus made it clear that 
physical impairment may be due to other causes, and is not necessarily due to sin.”1   
 
In light of this historical and theological context, the restoring of sight to the blind would be 
understood as divine favor and how the individual has moved from a position of disfavor to 
that of favor.   
 
Inside of this event there is tenderness in the words and actions of Jesus.  Again we see the 
care and compassion of others towards those less fortunate.  Jesus responds to their request 
and leads the blind individual to a place of seclusion and comfort.  He did not desire to make a 
show of the individual nor of His power to restore sight.  This is equally evidenced by the 
appeal, “Not to go into the village.”   He met the man in a manner that was tangible to him; 
“He spit on the man’s eyes.” 
 
The progression in the healing reflects not on any deficiency on the part of Jesus but rather to 
enable the once blind to fully grasp the significance of what was transpiring.  His sight was 
restored completely so that “he saw everything clearly.” 
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 
church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning 
grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

The healing of the blind was an open sign of God’s anointed (Luke 4:18, “THE SPIRIT OF THE 
LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE 
POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY 
OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED” [See also Isaiah 
61:1]).  It enabled those who were seeking to find the One who was to come.  God’s Hero 
would recover the sight of the blind.   
 
Yet what our Lord did in healing physical blindness was a mere shadow of the greater healing 
of sight for those whose hearts were blinded by unbelief (2 Cor. 4:3-6).  Although the text is not 
teaching any type of partial progression in the salvation process, it is noteworthy how often 
one’s full clarity of truth is progressive and not instantaneous.   
 
The healing of the blind must be placed in the context our Lord’s authority over disease and 
the cautious apprehension and open resistance of the religious establishment.  They either had 
to accept Him for what He showed Himself to be or they would have to fight Him to the end.  
Regrettably, they fought Him . . . and lost. 
 
Jesus Christ upset prevailing thought by bringing sight to the blind.  Whatever caused the 
condition is secondary to the outcome.  In the context of continued resistance and open 
defiance, Jesus Christ shows Himself to be God’s anointed, the Messiah, the Christ.  Anyone 
who has eyes to see can behold the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring a deliverer and 
deliverance (Gen. 3:15, 21), to save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 
 
God’s Hero has come; it is now for us to look to Him for the recovery of our sight.  He alone 
and only can lift the veil that blinds the eyes of His people so that they might see Jesus only.  
Those who still wander, blinded to the truth of God’s Hero, must be led to the one who alone 
has the power to remove the scales from their eyes and the blindness of their hearts.   
                                       
1 http://scriptures.lds.org/en/bd/b/63 

 


